Clinical Significance of Contamination of the Preservation Solution in Liver Transplantation.
The aim of the present study was to describe the incidence and microbiological profiles of positive cultures obtained from preservation solution (PS) and correlate these findings with infectious complications detected in the liver transplant (LT) recipient. We conducted a single-center, retrospective study between December 2010 and August 2014 among 178 LT. In all grafts, a PS culture was carried out. All the infections in the receipt until hospital discharge were collected. In patients with >1, infection was considered the most severe according to Clavien-Dindo classification. PS culture was positive for bacterial or fungal agents in 79 of 178 LT recipients (44%). The most commonly cultured organisms were coagulase-negative staphylococci (64%), Enterobacteriaceae (17%), and Staphylococcus aureus (4.7%). In the 79 patients with positive PS, 49 blood cultures were requested in the period after LT. Twenty-five postoperative infections (31.7%) were diagnosed. Only 4 of 79 patients (5%) with PS contamination had a postoperative infections related with isolated microorganism. Contamination of PS appears in a high percentage of liver grafts before LT, although there is a poor correlation with postoperative infections in LT recipient. In these patients, a standardized process including fungal and bacterial cultures could be useful.